go                       AFTER THE WAR

will therefore be a millstone round the neck of any Great
Power that pledged itself in their defence. We could, how-
ever, strengthen her position and consolidate our own by
retaining the triple alliance with Turkey. If we reap any
tangible benefit from our present ordeal it will be largely the
strengthening of existing ties with our ancient ally across the
Channel, and with the new and welcome ally who holds the
balance of power in the Mediterranean*

The distribution of colonies will remain a bone of con-
tention between the expanding and the fully-inflated Powers.
That Germany would derive any appreciable economic ad-
vantage from the restoration of her colonies, or that she
would be able to use them to drain off her surplus popula-
tion, are, of course, part of the modern mythology de-
liberately invented by Nazi propaganda. Her only sound
claim derives from the fact that they were filched from her
by the victors in the last war. But we should not allow our-
selves to be persuaded by equitable considerations, for they
ignore the probable consequences of such a transfer to a
highly militaristic state. There can be little doubt that Ger-
many will be ruled by the iron hand of a Nazi or a military
dictatorship for many years to come, and in either event the
possession of colonies would be regarded in the main as a
first-rate strategic asset; the native inhabitants would prob-
ably be pitchforked into the foreign legion of the German
army, clusters of military aerodromes would spring up almost
overnight, and the deepest harbours would be transformed
into naval bases for submarines, warships, and armed
raiders,

There 'are some who urge that a post-war settlement
should include the transfer of all colonies to an international
authority, or at least the extension of the Mandates system
to cover the older possessions of the Colonial Powers. But
whether or no theoretically desirable, neither proposition
seems in the least practicable; and we shall render better
service to the native inhabitants if we concern ourselves less
with the machinery of government and more with.the speedy
satisfaction of their urgent and elementary needs. The ap-
palling poverty and indescribable misery of the average in-